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!n view of these achievements foreign visitors can honestly
>peak of the high cultural development of Russia. But the
rrucial point is that these achievements are in no sense a clue
to the real social and cultural position of the bulk of the popu-
lation. On the contrary, the latter is quite disproportionately
backward. The cultural achievements of the capitals are simply
a mirage; they characterize a milieu in which a small circle
of the elect lives its own life quite apart from the misery and
distress of the population. Incidentally, it may be observed that
the principal achievements in science, the theatre, the ballet
and art in general are for the most part the work of the same
men as before the Revolution.
Apart from these performances in the field of science and
art, the propagandist activity of Moscow also makes use of its
giant industrial undertakings of model works, like the Dnie-
prostroi dam, the Magnetogorsk plant, of the super-Soviet
farms, and the like. These undertakings are no evidence of any
healthy economic progress in the country. On the contrary^
they are artificial creations erected with a vast expenditure of
State funds and with the assistance of the best foreign specialists.
The question whether they would pay and what their budget
would look like was never elucidated or answered. This is
another element assisting the regime in its propagandist
activities, since it Is in a position to present to the admiration
of the outside world and of foreign visitors not only scientific
and economic achievements, but also the "show monsters'*
which have been erected in different parts of the country,
above all the Dnieprostroi dam. The cultural institutions
in the capital and these special giant undertakings are the
main foundation of the unique propaganda which is being
methodically and most successfully pursued by the Soviet
Union with the assistance of guests of honour, tourists and
journalists.
It is possible to sum up by saying that Soviet Russian
propaganda, in so far as it aims at creating a favourable view